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Members of State Employees’ Credit Union established the "People Helping People" four-year scholarship program to assist North Carolina public high school students attend college. The State Employees’ Credit Union (SECU) Foundation takes an active role in assisting communities across North Carolina and truly believes in “people helping people!” Each North Carolina regular public high school, as determined by SECU Foundation Board, will receive one (1) scholarship valued at $10,000 for a senior to attend one of the 16 constituent campuses of the University of North Carolina. In addition the program will provide a $5,000 two-year scholarship to a graduating senior from early college and cooperative innovative high schools. Although the SECU Scholarship Program wishes to recognize academic achievement, the “People Helping People” Scholarship has a much broader purpose; recognizing leadership, integrity and community involvement.

Preference will be to students whose parents or guardians and family members are public sector employees (state, local or federal government; public health; public education) who live and work in North Carolina.   Additionally, preference will be given to those majoring in public service degree programs (such as Public Health, Education, Public Administration, and Public Policy). Scholarship recipients in good academic standing will be able to receive the scholarship up to a maximum of eight (8) consecutive semesters at the same university or up to four (4) consecutive fall/spring semesters for early college and cooperative innovative high schools. Students selected should not be the recipient of other large scholarships.
We require all schools to follow the formal application process, to include review of the applicant’s essay,  set by the SECU Foundation. All graduating seniors meeting the stated criteria will be eligible for consideration. The criteria have been designed to give the Scholarship Selection Committee flexibility in awarding the scholarship. The local Scholarship Selection Committee will recognize an individual in the senior graduating class deserving of an opportunity to attend college. The recipient will be selected without regard to race, sex, color, creed, religious preference, age, national origin or disability. The Scholarship Selection Committee will use the following criteria to award the SECU Foundation “People Helping People” Scholarship to a recipient who:

1. Is a senior at a North Carolina regular public high school who has been accepted to one of the 16 constituent campuses of the University of North Carolina.
2. Is a US citizen and a resident of North Carolina under NCGS 116-143.1, and is eligible for in-state tuition.
3. Demonstrates a financial need as determined by submission of a Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).
4. Best  exemplifies  the  membership  philosophy  of  credit  unions,  “People  Helping  People”  and  has demonstrated leadership, excellence of character, integrity, and community involvement.
5. Demonstrates scholastic achievement with a maintained 2.5 or higher grade point average on a 4.0 scale, and may be deserving of financial aid.

6. Will use the scholarship to pay for full-time undergraduate student tuition.
7. Agrees to continue as a full-time student in good standing with the same university for up to eight (8) consecutive fall/spring semesters payable at $1,250 or up to four (4) consecutive fall/spring semesters payable at $1250 for early college and cooperative innovative high schools.  Scholarships are not transferable without prior approval of SECU Foundation.
a. A written appeal for transfer must be made to the SECU Foundation prior to transfer.
b. No transfers will be allowed to a university outside of the UNC System.
c. Any gap in active enrollment for any reason will result in non-eligibility for funding for each semester missed.
8. Is not a Board Director, employee, or immediate family member of an employee of the State Employees’ Credit Union or the SECU Foundation.  (Note:  For the purpose of this scholarship program, immediate family is defined as spouse, parents, siblings and children of an employee or persons living in the same residence and maintaining a single economic unit.)
The decision of the Scholarship Selection Committee will be final if all requirements have been met.
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The SECU Foundation “People Helping People” Scholarship Program will award a graduating senior at each regular public high school and three charter high schools in North Carolina a four-year college scholarship valued at $10,000. In addition the program will provide a $5,000 two-year scholarship to a graduating senior from early college and cooperative innovative high schools. Beginning 2017, students must complete an application to be considered. All high schools will use their existing scholarship selection committee (must be three or more members) to determine a recipient for the scholarship. Each graduating senior meeting the criteria will be considered for the scholarship.
The high school Scholarship Selection Committee will collect all required information and complete the Student Data Form and the Media Consent Form for the selected recipient and send information to the SECU Foundation postmarked no later than May 5, 2017.

Each recipient of the scholarship and their parent/guardian must sign the Media Consent Form to release their names and images for press releases to:

· The local news media
· The State Employees’ Credit Union and the SECU Foundation
The Scholarship Selection Committee will collect  and submit  the  following information for the recipient on a Student Data Form to:

SECUFoundation@ncsecu.org
· Student Name
· Last four of SSN
· GPA (weighted/unweighted)
· Home Mailing Address
· Telephone Number
· Email Address (home)
· Name of UNC-System University attending
· Intended Major
· High School Name
· The location and date of High School Awards Ceremony
· Contact Person for High School Awards Ceremony with E-mail Address and Telephone Number
In addition, the Scholarship Selection Committee shall forward to SECU:
· Copy of University Acceptance Letter
· Photo of Student (head shot only) and completed application/essay
· A brief bio from the student with accomplishments and awards noted
· A written statement from the committee stating the name of the Recipient and Alternate selected by the High School Selection Committee.  The Scholarship Committee must have three or more members, and all members of the Committee must sign the statement listing recipient and alternate.
The Scholarship Selection Committee will advise the SECU Foundation of the dates and times of the awards ceremony so a representative of the local State Employees’ Credit Union office and an SECU Advisory Board member will be in attendance to present a letter of award to the recipient at the high school awards day or recognition program.
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	TERMS & CONDITIONS
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
 I understand the eligibility and selection criteria outlined on the previous page and wish to complete the application for the SECU Foundation “People Helping People” Scholarship.



	
	

	STUDENT INFORMATION
	

	First Name      
	

	Middle Name      
	

	Last Name      
	

	Preferred Name      
	

	Email      
	

	Phone Number (include area code)      
	

	Street  Address      
	

	City      
	

	State NC                         Zip Code      
	

	Gender  FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	Race/Ethnicity  FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	Have you submitted your FAFSA?   FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	Demonstrated financial need?  FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	If your parent/guardian works in the public sector field, which area?
	  FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	ACADEMIC INFORMATION
	

	Which university do you plan to attend?  FORMDROPDOWN 

	

	Intended Major      
	

	Student ID assigned by University (if known)      
    
	


	COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT
	

	Use the blank field on this page to complete your response.
	· The purpose of the “People Helping People” Scholarship is to recognize leadership, integrity and community involvement in addition to academic achievement.  

· How have you contributed to your community (community projects, mission work, or volunteerism)? 

· Please give examples identifying type and length of service.  Explain how these activities were significant opportunities for you.
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The SECU Foundation and the State Employees’ Credit Union may use photographs, slides, videos, or illustrations of students in newsletters or publications produced by the State Employees’ Credit Union, in slide presentations, videos, and/or web sites about the scholarships, by the news media in any SECU Foundation news coverage, in video productions aired on television produced by the State Employees’ Credit Union, and in other similar forms of communication. Local media (TV, newspaper, radio stations) frequently want to interview students to add a personal touch to stories. Students’ comments may be used in newspapers or broadcast on radio or TV.
            I give permission to the SECU Foundation, State Employees’ Credit Union or the news media to use photographs, slides, videos, illustrations, or interviews of my child. Further, I authorize their use without inspecting or approving the finished product or its specific use.
 
 I acknowledge the “People Helping People” Scholarship is not transferable.
 
 I have received or reviewed a copy of the Eligibility Criteria (available on the SECU Foundation website at www.ncsecufoundation.org).
 
 I am eligible for the “People Helping People” Scholarship, as my parents/guardians are not employees of the State Employees’ Credit Union or serve on the Board of Directors.
Last four of Student’s Social Security Number: 

Student’s name: 


                                                                                                                      Please Print
Signature of Student:
Date: _ 

Name of Parents/Guardian:  

Please Print
Signature of Parent/Guardian:
Date:  

Street address, city, state, zip: 

Please return this completed and signed form with other requested documents.

Guidelines for Writing Your People Helping People® Scholarship Bio

Congratulations on your selection as an SECU Foundation People Helping People Scholarship recipient!  Upon receiving this award, a biography should be completed and submitted by each winner.  Below are some guidelines to assist you.

· Identify the high school or early college from which you received your scholarship.
· Include the university you will be attending as well as your intended major and career goals upon college graduation.
· Discuss why you feel you were selected for the scholarship.  Details could consist of community service/involvement, school and extracurricular activities, including part-time job experience, future plans, etc.  You may choose to include highlights from your application essay.

· Share your thoughts on the impact this scholarship will have regarding your educational goals.
· Review your bio for typographical or formatting errors and make any necessary corrections.
Submit your completed bio along with your photo, signed media consent form and university acceptance letter to your high school or early college guidance counselor.

2017


High School Scholarship Program


Eligibility Criteria





Each SECU Foundation Scholarship recipient must receive a copy of the Eligibility Requirements.

















2017


High School Scholarship Program


Operating Procedures





Please Select an Alternate 


Prior to the Awards Ceremony or Public Presentation 


In the event the first named recipient:


Receives a Full Scholarship


Declines the “People Helping People” Scholarship 


Chooses to attend a Private University or Out-of -State University the Alternate will be eligible to receive the “People Helping People” Scholarship.  





Please include the name of the Alternate in the Scholarship Selection Committee statement.  Note that we will not accept an alternate recipient to replace the original recipient once the initial Fall semester drop/add date has occurred.





APPLICATION FOR 


HIGH SCHOOL


SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM





2017


 High School Scholarship Program


for North Carolina Public Schools





Consent Form
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