
www.catawba.edu/academyforteaching

Academy for Teaching 
is named in honor of Catawba College alumna, 
former teacher education faculty member and

College trustee, Dr. Shirley Peeler Ritchie
of Salisbury. The Academy was established in 2007
to answer the ongoing need for excellent teachers
and to further enhance the outstanding Teacher
Education

Department 
at Catawba.

2300 W. Innes St., Salisbury, NC 28144

The West Scholars are named in honor 
of Catawba College alumna, College trustee and 

former Teacher Education faculty member, 
Dr. Martha Kirkland West of Salisbury, N.C.

The West Scholars program has been key in 
helping me establish a sense of community
with education majors here at Catawba College. 

From my first year, we created a network
of support that made me feel more prepared 
for the classroom. The meetings are inventive, 
the teachers are professional, and the
trips are productive. I know the
West Scholars program will ultimately
provide me with an edge over many
others in the field of education.

DR. WEST

of East Bend, NC

www.catawba.edu/academyforteaching

704-637-4499

DR. 
RITCHIE

The West Scholars
program presents the rare

opportunity to incorporate
hands-on learning,
educational trips,
guest speakers, and
cohort retreats into
our educational journey
to become educators.

Perhaps the most important aspect
of the program, however, is the relationships
formed with professors & colleagues and the support
that results from these relationships.

of Conover, NC
’10 West Scholar 

’09 West Scholar 



m A mentoring program

l A freshman retreat

m A supportive learning community of peers, business and 
community leaders, and faculty

l Early field experiences beginning in the freshman year

m Training in the integration of technology to enhance student learning

l Professional development seminars featuring national speakers

m Participation in community service and scholarly research activities

l Regional travel opportunities and cultural events

m A nationally accredited Teacher Education Program

He who dares 
to teach must 

never cease 
to learn. 

— Richard Henry Dana Jr.

Education,Leadership& Service

West Scholars
selection criteria include 

high academic achievement, 
demonstrated leadership,
community involvement &
commitment to teaching.

West Scholars receive $2,500
in addition to any academic 

scholarship awarded by 
Catawba with the exception 
of First Family Scholarships.

West Scholars
has really
helped me put
teaching into 
a different 
perspective.  

Teacher Education has provided me

with great professors who understand

what it takes to compete in such a

demanding profession.  My experience

through West Scholars has given me

the opportunities to prepare myself 

for my very own classroom.

West Sch  lars

Alecia Marsha (Shay) Meeks ’10
of Kings Mountain, NC

Apply onl ine at : www.catawba.edu/academyforteaching


